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Nansouty, to which the enemy opposed two brigades of the same arm.   The light cavalry on both sides drew off promptly to the   flank, to avoid   being  crushed by these formidable •steel-clad masses, who advanced rapidly upon each other, met with a shock, penetrated each other, and became one immense xn£lee.    A faint twilight, and the beams of a rising moon, alone gave light for this terrible and majestic, combat.    The shouts of the fighters were drowned by the sound of repeated blows   of   heavy   sabres   upon   thousands of  helmets   and •cuirasses, from which the sparks flew in numbers.    Austrians a,nd French   both wished to  remain masters of the field. Courage, tenacity, and strength were well matched, but the •defensive   arms   were   unequal,   for  the  Austrian  cuirasses only covered them in front, and gave no protection to the foack in a  crowd.     In this way, the French troopers, who, Having double  cuirasses and no fear of being wounded from "behind, had only to   think of thrusting, were able to give point at the enemy's backs, and slew a great many of them with   small loss to themselves.    This  unequal fight lasted some minutes; finally the Austrians, with immense loss in killed and wounded, were compelled, for all their bravery, to abandon the ground.    When they had wheeled about, they understood still better what a disadvantage it is not to have a, cuirass   behind as well  as  in  front.    The fight became a butchery, as our cuirassiers pursued the enemy, and for the -space of half a league the ground was piled with killed and wounded cuirassiers.    Few would have escaped, had not our men stayed to charge some battalions of Hungarian grenadiers, which   they broke up and captured almost  entirely. This fight settled a question which had been long debated, as to the necessity of double cuirasses, for the proportion of Austrians   wounded   and killed   amounted   respectively to eight and thirteen for one Frenchman.
After this terrible charge, the enemy, unable to resist any further, fled in the greatest disorder, briskly pursued along the road—fugitives pell-mell with victors. Marshal Lannes proposed to the Emperor that he should profit by the rout of the Austrians to destroy their army completely, hurling           with the main body.    The battle was fought, victory was J                            never for a moment in doubt.  Marshal Davout distinguished
